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      PAHS Junior

One... Two... 
Three... Three 

students leapt off the 
springboard, soared 
and stuck to the wall. 
A hovercraft levitated 
above the students’ 
heads, flown by 
Mr. Raymond Yost, 
assistant principal. Go-
carts sped past the 
audience and teachers 
sumo wrestled on 
stage while students 
watched.
 What sounds like 
pandemonium was 
actually a science 
demonstration of 
Newton’s Laws of 
Motion presented 
to D.H.H. Lengel 
students by NASA 
and the Honeywell 
company. 
 “My favorite part 
was being a sumo 
wrestler,” Mr. Ted 
Catranis, science 
teacher, said. “I also 
highly enjoyed just 
being on stage and 
helping teach the 
laws.” 
 A troupe of 
scientists working for 
the two organizations 
landed at the middle 
school November 1 
to teach the students 
that science and 
learning can be fun. By 
introducing the Laws 
of Motion in terms that 
kids can understand, 
the program aimed to 

Congratulations to the 
following students 
who have successfully 
auditioned for County 
Chorus and Band which 
will be held February 
19 and March 17 
respectively.

Chorus:
Seniors: Sara Alderman, 
John Johnston, William 
Morris, Kaitlyn Schroding 
and Kieran Sninsky
Juniors: Lauren Blum, 
Allison Cleary, James 
Diprima, Gwen Fries, Brett 
Huffman, Erin Meehan,  
Catherine Nadeau, Morgan 
Rismiller, Allison Salata 
and Robert Terraciano
Sopohmore: Tyler 
Pangonis
Freshmen: Melissa 
Matina, Victoria Moyer and 
Maddelena Dallago

Band:
Seniors: Michael Denchy, 
John Johnston, Courtney 
Matina, Haley Rich, 
Marybeth Rissinger, 
Michael Ryan, Kaitlyn 
Schroding, Joseph 
Senawaitis and Kurt Weres
Juniors: Angelina Bardell, 
Allison Darhun,  Brittany 
DeColli, Joshua Dudash, 
Gwen Fries, Joshua Kovich, 
Kendra Muldowney, 
Duncan Noble, Morgan 
Rismiller and Allison Salata
Sopohmores: Colleen 
Brennan, Kathleen Burke, 
Christopher Circelli, 
Cassandra Eagan, Michael 
Halcovage, Devina 
Hummel, John Shoener, 
Zachary Sonon and 
Anthony Wiscount
Freshmen: Benjamin 
Blake, Angelo Disabella 
and Karlie Janowski
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break down a barrier 
between the students 
and the material. 
 “The [main] purpose 
was to have the 
students learn science 
in an enjoyable 
way,” Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy, D.H.H. Lengel 
Principal, said. 
 The program 
consisted of 
demonsrations that 
taught the basic laws 
of motion discovered 
by Isaac Newton. This 
exciting approach to 
these scientific lessons 
helped the kids see 
that the theories play 
out in their everyday 

lives. 
 When students used 
the springboard to 
bounce into the walls 
and stick there, they 
were introduced to 
the law “an object in 
motion stays in motion 
or an object at rest 
remains at rest until 
acted upon by an 
outside force.” 
 When Mr. Catranis 
and Mr. Matthew 
Maccarone, math 
teacher, sumo 
wrestled, they 
presented the law 
that states “that for 
every action there is 
an equal and opposite 

reaction.”  
 The third law, 
explained by the use 
of carbon dioxide-
propelled go-carts 
driven across the 
stage, states that an 
object’s acceleration 
equals the net force 
divided by mass, 
and is often the most 
difficult for students to 
grasp. This interactive 
method of explaining 
the concept helped the 
kids to understand it. 
 The assembly 
succeeded in 
engaging the students 
in the learning 
process.

LEARN — Establishing the three Laws of Motion, students are called on stage to interact 
with each demonstration to gain a better understanding of each of Sir Isaac Newton’s Laws. 
Instead of being taught the lessons by conventional means, the program used song, dance and 
interactive methods.

Photos  Courtesy of Mr. ted Catranis 
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Ethnic growth encourages students to accept new cultures  

Junior Petter 
Soderlund leaned 

over his plate and 
smiled for the 
cameras. Tentatively, 
he bit into his first 
pierogie, a milestone 
in the 17-year-old’s 
life. Since arriving in 
America as a foreign 
exchange student, 
this bit of Schuylkill 
County’s culture and 
others have seeped 
into Soderlund’s 
life. Likewise, his 
background has 
invited Pottsville Area 
High School students 
to experience Swedish 
culture.
 “The biggest 
difference with food 
is that our candy 
licorice in Sweden 
is sold salted,” 
Soderlund said. “It 

isn’t something many 
people have heard of 
here, but it is good.”  
 Other foreign-born 
students attending 
PAHS have had 
similar experiences 
with American 
customs since their 
arrival in the country. 
China, Honduras, 
Sweden, Canada and 
Guatemala are the 
homelands of these 
students. 
 In addition to 
Soderlund, senior 
Jocelyn Chwastiak, 
juniors Danny Cheuk, 
Carlos Rivera and 
Breanna and Duncan 
Noble and freshman 
FanFan Lian are 
among the students 
who were born in 
other countries who 
have introduced 
an ethnic palette at 
PAHS.

 “There were many 
different ethnic groups 
back home and I 
was glad to see that 
here there are many 
students from other 
countries as well,” 
Rivera said. 
 The differences 
that separated them 
from the common 
student included 
language, customs, 
school and even family.  
Language was usually 
the most difficult 
hurdle that these kids 
had to overcome. 
In Soderlund’s case 
English was taught in 
school along with his 
native tongue, but for 
some, English as a 
Second Language was 
a necessary course.
 Breanna and 
Duncan Noble did 
not experience the 
language barrier, 

as English was the 
language spoken in 
their native Alberta, 
Canada.
 “We have always 
spoken English, 
but there are some 

Photo  by Maria Naradko 

POINT – By showing their countries of origin, sophomore Carlos 
Rivera, junior Petter Soderlund, freshman FanFan Lian and junior 
Daniel Cheuk represent the diversity present within the Pottsville 
Area School District.

By: Sammi Weiss
PAHS Junior 

differences in 
pronunciation and 
spelling that we 
needed to get used 
to when we moved,” 

JSC strives for PRIDE and learns to make a difference 
By: Lauren Blum and 
Erin Meehan
PAHS Juniors

PRIDE: this 
acronym, which 

stands for Preparation, 
Respect others, Inside 
voices, Do what adults 
ask and Excellence, 
was the basis of 
the new discipline 
program implemented 
at John S. Clarke as 
of February 2010. It 
is much different than 
the program that has 
been used in previous 
years. 
 “We wanted to 
have a more positive 
program rather than 
giving demerits like 
we’ve done in the 
past,” Dr. Jeffrey 
Zwiebel, JSC principal, 
said. 
 Instead of giving 
students at the 

elementary school 
demerits when they 
did something wrong, 
the faculty gave them 
PRIDE points for their 
good behavior.  
 Every child had a 
PRIDE card, and if 
the children did not 
break the rules, they 
received a check for 
the week. One child 
from every class was 
selected by his or her 
class teacher to shop 
at the PRIDE store 
located by the main 
office of the building. 
 “The kids want to 
receive PRIDE points 
so they have the 
opportunity to receive 
a prize,” Mrs. Katie 
Porrino, third grade 
teacher, said. “At the 
end of the month 
we hold a special 
program or activity.”
 The new discipline 

program resulted in 
substantial changes 
in the behavior of the 
students.
 “The kids are excited 
about [the program] 
and seem very proud 
of themselves. They 
have responded 
positively,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said. 
 The staff noticed 
motivation from every 
child to earn his PRIDE 
points each week. 
It has helped them 
shy away from bad 
behavior. 
 “They are focusing 
on good behavior 
rather than bad 
behavior,” Ms. 
Sarah Fridirici, JSC 
physiologist, said. 
 The staff has also 
noticed discipline 
problems have 
decreased since the 
start of the program.

 “There has been 
less demerits and not 
as many discipline 
problems,” Mrs. 
Porrino said. “They 
changed their behavior 
for the better.”
 Tying in with having 

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. beverly dillow 

SMILE – First graders at John S. Clark display the PRIDE poster 
and their Make a Difference Day writings, which are located 
outside of the elementary school cafeteria. This project taught 
the children many different lessons about question words and 
the importance of how others benefit JSC. 

a positive attitude 
rather than focusing 
on the negative, the 
entire first grade at 
JSC started a class 
project in regards to 
Make A 
(See FIRST GRADERS p. 7)

(See NEW CULTURES p. 3)
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Dear Members of the Community,

Give your children the “gift of time”

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

 As the holiday season 
approaches, we are all 
consumed with a December 
full of activities – shopping, 
cooking, baking, decorating, 
and all the many festive 
activities that make each of 
our specific holidays special.  
The days seem to escape 

from us as we prepare for the religious celebration that 
each of us celebrates.
 Children anticipate the holidays for many reasons; 
however, gift giving (and receiving) is often among their 
highest priorities.  Parents spend a great deal of time 
and money locating that hard-to-find item, whether it is 
a special doll, video game, or article of clothing.  There 
are photographs every year of moms and dads standing 
in long lines and battling the mall crowds just to get 
the gift that they believe will be the only thing that will 
make their child’s holiday celebration memorable.
 Unfortunately, that memory is usually fleeting.  When 
the newness of that wonderful find wears off, your child 
will return to his/her daily routine.  Although that new 
game or t-shirt was truly a “must-have,” it will soon 
become part of his/her everyday possessions.  
 There is one gift that children need and rarely write 

on their list of wishes, and that is the gift of time.  In 
our extremely busy lives, we chauffeur our children 
from this practice to that rehearsal; we usher them in 
and out of events on their schedules; we do what we 
have to do to get them through their busy days.  The 
problem is, however, that the conversations at the 
dinner table, the quiet evenings together enjoying a 
board game, and the opportunities for parents to get 
to know their children’s classmates and friends have 
been sacrificed.  Although it’s important to keep your 
child active, it’s sometimes more important to slow 
him/her down in order to enjoy some semblance of 
family life.  
 When January 1 arrives this year and you’re 
struggling to think of a worthwhile New Year’s 
resolution, consider giving your child the gift of your 
time.  There’s no one who deserves it more!  
 With my best wishes for a healthy holiday season 
and an academically productive New Year, I remain,

        Very Sincerely,

New cultures introduce foreign concepts to students
Duncan Noble said. 
 Every area had 
regional or religious 
customs and festivities 
that defined the 
culture. Soderlund’s 
pierogie was an 
example of a regional 
cultural aspect. Lian 
and Cheuk, both born 
in China, needed to 
get used to the new 
date of the new year, 
as Chinese New Year 
falls on February 14 
this year. Rivera has 
gotten used to the 
modern technology 
that wasn’t common 
in his hometown of 
San Pedro Sula. The 
Nobles acquainted 
themselves with the 
English numerical 
system, because the 

metric system was 
the common unit of 
numbers in Calgary. 
 “Chinese New Year 
is a different day than 
the American version. 
That was something I 
learned when I came 
to America,” Lian said. 
 Having moved from 
five culturally and 
ethnically different 
areas, the shock of 
learning a new way 
of life and language 
can be overwhelming, 
but not only these 
students were affected 
by the change. All 
PAHS students 
became accustomed 
to the influx of 
languages, traditions 
and holidays that were 
observed by these 
kids and their families. 

 “When I got to 
high school the 
ethnic range was not 
impressive. Only a few 
students from other 
countries attended,” 
senior Jake Kirby said. 
“Now there are several 
students from all over 
the world. It’s a great 
change.” 
 While the World 
Cultures course 
provided insight into 
other cultures, these 
students have been 
first-hand transmitters 
of their unique 
lifestyles for PAHS 
students. Cheuk, Lian, 
Rivera, Soderlund, the 
Nobles and Chwastiak 
have taught the teens 
here bits and pieces 
of the Chinese and 
Swedish languages, 

introduced a strange 
snack that Swedish 
kids enjoy and shed 
some light on the 
customs of Canada 
and South America. 

 Both groups 
of students have 
benefited from learning 
new customs and 
practices from one 
another.

Photo by Maria Naradko

 DISPLAY – After a class, freshman FanFan Lian, juniors Petter 
Soderlund and Daniel Cheuk and sophomore Carlos Rivera  take 
the time to discuss what their original countries are like along 
with the new experiences that being at PAHS brings to them.

(Continued from p. 2)
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Activities: Marching and 
Concert Bands, Water Polo, 
Relay for Life and Drama 
Clubs
• Plans After High School: 
Attend Bloomsburg 
University and major 
in Speech/Language 
Pathology.

Anna Lorence
 • Daughter of: 
Paul and Clare 
Lorence

•Extracurricular Activities: 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Key (Secretary/
Treasurer) and French 
Clubs, Dance
• Plans after High School: 
Attend college and major in 
Actuarial Science.

Grace Lorence
• Daughter of: 
Paul and Clare 
Lorence

•Extracurricular Activities: 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Key Club, Dance
• Plans after High School: 
Attend Wilkes University 
and major in Pharmacy.

Taylor Gerchak
• Daughter 
of: Joe 
and Denise 
Gerchak

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Basketball, Soccer 
and Track & Field, Leo 
and German Clubs, 
Teens Against Tobacco, 
SADD, Hi-S-Potts 
Sports Editor
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Lebanon 
Valley College and 
major in Physical 
Therapy.

Meghan Hallick
• Daughter 
of:  Brian 
and Mary 
Ella Hallick

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Water Polo, 
Track & Field, French 
Club (President), AIΔ 
(Vice President), SADD 
(Secretary), Leo Club 
(Treasurer), National 
Honor Society, French 
National Honor Society, 
Student Council, 
Hi-S-Potts Yearbook 
Business Executive 
Coordinator
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Penn 
State University and 
major in Nursing or 
Education.

Dana Horst
• Daughter 
of: David 
and Lori 
Horst

•Extracurricular 

”

“ 

Hayley Dunkel
• Daughter 
of: Jeff and 
Dee Dunkel

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Volleyball, Track & Field, 
Leo and German Clubs, 
SADD
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
college and major in 
Accounting.

Ethan Englert
• Son of: 
James and 
Sandra 
Englert

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Spanish 
Honor Society, SADD, 
Leo and Spanish Clubs, 
Teens Against Tobacco, 
Student Council, Varsity 
Soccer and Baseball
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Georgetown University 
and major in Pharmacy.

I pledge myself 
to uphold 

the highest 
purposes of 
the National 

Honor Society 
to which I have 
been selected; 
I will be true to 
the principles 

for which it 
stands; 

I will be loyal 
to my school,

and I will 
maintain and 
encourage 

high standards 
of scholarship, 

service, 
leadership, and 

character.

Top PAHS scholars gain              
Lucas Bricker

• Son of: 
Robert and 
Marylou 
Bricker

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Track & Field, 
Varsity Football, Spanish 
and Leo Clubs, Boy 
Scouts of America
• Plans After High 
School: Attend St. 
Joseph’s University and 
major in Chemistry.

Angel Cicero
• Daughter 
of: Frederick 
and Linda 
Cicero

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Golf, Varsity 
Basketball, Varsity 
Softball, Student Council, 
SADD, Teens Against 
Tobacco, Spanish Club, 
Spanish National Honor 
Society
• Plans After High 
School: Attend DeSales 
University and major 
in Physician Assistant 
Studies.

Darby Doyle
• Son of: 
Robert and 
Christine 
Doyle

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Baseball, Quiz Team, Leo 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend the 
University of Notre Dame 
and major in Chemical 

Engineering.

The NaTioNal 
hoNor SocieTy 

Pledge
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Robert Schappell
• Son of: 
Catherine 
and Robert 
Schappell

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Baseball and Basketball, 
SADD Executive 
Committee, Leo Club, 
Teens Against Tobacco
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Lebanon 
Valley College and 
major in Business or 
Engineering.

Joseph Senawaitis
• Son 
of: John 
and Beth 
Senawaitis

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Debate Team, 
Stage Crew, Marching, 
Concert and Stage 
Bands, Third Brigade
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Penn 
State University and 
major in Electrical 
Engineering.

Emily Soubik
• Daughter 
of: Michael 
and Jane 
Soubik

•Extracurricular 
Activities:  Teens Against 
Tobacco, SADD, Leo and 
German Clubs, Hi-S-
Potts Yearbook Editor-in-

Martin Melochick 
III

•Son of: 
Martin 
and Kim 
Melochick

•Extracurricular 
Activities: SADD, Teens 
Against Tobacco, Leo 
and Spanish Clubs, 
Spanish National Honor 
Society, Varsity Football
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Lehigh 
University and major 
in Engineering or 
Accounting.

Gregory Merrick
• Son of: 
Howard and 
Jill Merrick 

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Golf, 
Swimming, Quiz 
Team, Spanish Club, 
Schuylkill County Youth 
Conference, Tide Lines 
Sports Editor, Enrichment
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Bucknell 
University and major in 
Business or Engineering.

Marybeth 
Rissinger

• Daughter 
of: Luke 
and Kay 
Rissinger

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Marching, 
Concert and Stage 
Bands, AIΔ, Photography 
Coordinator
• Plans after High 

School: Attend 
Misericordia University 
and major in Speech/
Language Pathology.

Taylor Ross
• Daughter 
of: Charles 
and Patricia 
Ross

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Soccer, Track & Field, 
Sketch, French and 
Interact Clubs, Teens 
Against Tobacco
• Plans after High 
School: Attend the 
University of Pittsburgh 
and major in Physical 
Therapy.

Michael Ryan
• Son of: 
Michael and 
Amy Ryan

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Marching, 
Concert and Stage 
Bands (Vice President), 
Tide Lines Production 
Editor-in-Chief, Varsity 
Tennis, Sketch and 
German Clubs, German 
National Honor Society, 
Enrichment and Quiz 
Team
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Carnegie 
Mellon University 
and major in Civil 
Engineering.

Chief
• Plans after High 
School: Attend 
Misericordia University 
and major in Speech/
Language Pathology and 

Special Education.

Jenna Williams
• Daughter 
of: Scott 
Williams 
and Jen 
Thompson

•Extracurricular 
Activities: SADD, 
Teens Against Tobacco, 
German Club, Student 
Council, Varsity Softball 
and Basketball, German 
National Honor Society
• Plans after High 
School: Attend 
Philadelphia University 
and major in Physician’s 
Assistant Studies.

Kristian Zanis
• Son of: 
Stephen and 
Christine 
Zanis

•Extracurricular 
Activities: Cross Country,  
Varsity Baseball, German, 
Spanish and Key Clubs, 
Teens Against Tobacco, 
SADD and German 
National Honor Society
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Harvard 
University and major 
in Pre-Law and 
International Relations.

“It means to me 
that hour after 
hour studying 

and doing 
homework 

each night is 
finally starting 

to pay off. It 
represents 
a modest 
stepping 

stone into 
my academic 

future.

”
PahS SeNior

eThaN eNglerT

NHS academic recognition

See NHS page 6
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Nicole Brackman
• Daughter 
of: Mary-
Alice and 
Joe Brack-
man

• Extracurricular Activi-
ties: Soccer, Basket-
ball, German Club, 
SADD, Teens Against 
Tobacco
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Mora-
vian College or Mount 
Alloysius College and 
major in Radiography/
Medical Field.

Brittany Decolli
• Daughter 
of: Dr. 
Robert and 
Christine 
DeColli 

•Extracurricular 
Activities: SADD, Teens 
Against Tobacco, Leo 
and French Clubs, 
Varsity Volleyball, 
Marching and Concert 
Bands
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Fashion 
Merchandising & Mar-
keting.

Brianna Englert
• Daughter 
of: James 
and Sandra 
Englert

• Extracurricular Ac-
tivities: Marching and 
Concert Bands, Track 
& Field, Varsity Soccer, 
SADD, Teens Against 

Clubs and Quill and 
Scroll Honor Society
• Plans after High 
School: Attend the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
or Lehigh University 
and major in Biology.

Stephanie Sweat
• Daughter 
of: John 
and Judy 
Sweat

• Extracurricular Activi-
ties: Leo, German Club 
and SADD, Varsity 
Softball
• Plans after High 
School:  Attend college 
and major in Sociology 
or Psychology.

Alexander Witkin
• Son of: 
Jonathan 
and Karen 
Witkin

 • Extracurricular Activi-
ties: Key, Spanish and 
Debate Clubs, Varsity 
Soccer
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college.

Kelsey Holland
• Daughter 
of: David 
and Cheryl 
Holland

• Extracurricular Ac-
tivities: Dance, Diving, 
Cross Country, Track 
& Field and Hi-S-Potts 
Business Editor
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Penn 
State University and 
major in Psychology.

Jenna Mickonis
• Daughter 
of: David 
and Sandee 
Mickonis

• Extracurricular Activi-
ties: Cheerleading, AIΔ, 
Spanish Club, Teens 
Against Tobacco, Inter-
act Club, Dance 
• Plans after High 
School:  Attend college 
and major in Phar-
macy.

Kendra Muldowney
• Daughter 
of: Sandra 
Muldowney 

 • Grand-
daughter of: 
Robert and 

Kathleen Muldowney
• Extracurricular Activi-
ties: Hi-S-Potts Sports 
Editor, Marching and 
Concert Bands, AIΔ, 
Track & Field, German 
National Honor Soci-
ety, German and Leo 

Tobacco and Leo 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend the 
University of Pitts-
burgh and major in 
Physical Therapy or 
Physician’s Assistant 
Studies.

Taylor Englert
• Daughter 
of: James 
and 
Sandra 
Englert 

• Extracurricular Activ-
ities: Varsity Soccer, 
Track & Field, SADD, 
Teens Against To-
bacco, Spanish and 
Leo Clubs, Marching 
and Concert Bands
• Plans After High 
School:  Attend the 
University of Pitts-
burgh and major in 
Mathematics.

Charles Evans IV
• Son of: 
Charles 
and 
Maureen 
Evans

• Extracurricular Activ-
ities: Varsity Football 
and Boxing
• Plans After High 
School: Attend the 
University of Penn-
sylvania and major in 
Chemical Engineer-
ing.

National Honor Society inducts new junior members

“I was really 
happy and proud 

to make it into 
the National 

Honor Society. 
I work hard for 

my grades and it 
was gratifying to 
see all my hard 
work pay off.

”PAHS Junior
JennA MickoniS
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By: Amber Berdanier 

PAHS Junior

PAHS clubs contribute to community in holiday season

Around the holiday         
season, PAHS 

clubs came together 
and either raised 
money or brought 
items in to fill food 
baskets for those who 
need it. 
 Recently, club 
members participated 
in activities outside of 
the traditional holiday 
food baskets such as 
additional fund raisers 
and activities. 
 “I think doing lots 
of volunteering during 
the holiday season 
puts a person into the 
real Christmas spirit. 
It spreads holiday joy 
to those who may 
not feel it,” freshman 
Adalie Zanis said.
 Alpha Iota Delta, 
a club for girls that 
focuses on community 
service, contributed 
to the community 
not only with food 

families makes all 
the hard work worth 
it,” Mr. Bill Rhoads, 
Student Council 
adviser, 
said.
 Origami ornaments 
that are made 
by Ecology Club 
members out of 
recycled paper are 
put in the teachers’ 
and staff members’ 
mailboxes in order 
to thank them for 
recycling.
 “I feel giving the 
teachers and staff 
the ornaments is a 
great way to get our 
message across about 
recycling and is just 
something nice to do 
to get in the holiday 
spirit,” junior Kaitlin 
McDonald said.
 Aletheia Club started 
a new activity this 
year called Operation 
Christmas Child to go 
along with the food 
basket they donated 

baskets, but other 
activities as well. AIΔ 
members donated 
coats to the Salvation 
Army and wrapped 
Christmas gifts for 
the city recreational 
programs.
 “It makes me feel 
great knowing that 
I am giving back to 
the community and 
helping out towards 
other causes,” Mrs. 
Lillian Hobbs, AIΔ 
adviser, said.
  Student Council 
was another club that 
participated in extra 
activities, including 
Penny-A-Week. 
 For Penny-A-Week, 
student council 
representatives 
collected money from 
their homerooms 
which eventually was 
used to buy Christmas 
presents for families 
who needed them.
 “Seeing a stage 
full of gifts for needy 

COMPUTE — Senior Morgan Gipe and junior Jenna Mickonis, 
members of Alpha Iota Delta, count the final profit of the fifty-fifty 
tickets they sold at a Friendly’s fund raiser.

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

to a needy family.
  “Operation 
Christmas Child is a 
new event that we 
took on. The purpose 
is to give the gift of 
Christmas to children 
in countries stricken 
with war, poverty, and 
disease,” junior Sammi 
Weiss, Aletheia Club 
president, said.

 Most clubs, whether 
big or small, helped to 
contribute to others 
in need around the 
holiday season. 
  Many students 
and faculty felt the 
desire to bestow their 
generosity among 
those who needed 
a helping hand 
everywhere.

Difference Day. 
 The project was 
inspired by Mrs. 
Beverly Dillow, first 
grade teacher. The 
children wrote about 
who made a difference 
at the school.
 “[The goal of the 
Make a Difference Day 
project] was to stress 
to the students that 
one person can make 
a difference. It was 
great that we could 
tie it into our language 
arts program,” Dr. 
Zwiebel said. 
 In the new 
reading series called 
Superkids, the 
students learned how 
to write questions 
using question words, 

and they learned about 
being kind and giving 
gifts.
 “In our new reading 
series, the first lesson 
was about kindness 
and we had a kindness 
tree,” Mrs. Dillow said. 
“The second lesson 
was about giving gifts 
from the heart and 
we discussed what 
difference we could 
make at JSC.”
 To help them get a 
better understanding 
of charity and 
kindness, they read 
a story about a 
character who didn’t 
have much money 
but gave his friend 
a special gift of 
homemade moccasins 
made from a bag of 

First graders give gifts from the heart and spread kindness
cloth. 
 “We thought that 
we could incorporate 
all of our lessons 
and this special day 
to make someone 
smile by letting them 
know how they make 
a difference,” Mrs. 
Dillow said
 The stories received 
positive feedback 
from teachers and 
faculty members at 
the school, such as 
the custodial and 
cafeteria staffs. They 
appreciated the 
recognition from the 
children for the work 
they do at JSC.
 “I believe the first 
graders enjoyed 
writing this so they 
could make someone 

Photo courtesy oF Mrs. beverly Dillow 

GIVE — Giving back to others was the main purpose of the 
Make  A Difference day activity. The Kindess tree, located in 
Mrs. Dillow’s first grade classroom had paper leaves on it’s 
branches for various kind deeds done by students. 

smile,” Mrs. Dillow 
said. 
 The stories are on 
display on the bulletin 
board outside of the 
cafeteria.

 “They realized that 
everyone at the school 
makes a difference 
for everything and 
everyone,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said. 
 

(Continued from p. 2)
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